
Little, Brown and Company   |   1290 Avenue of the Americas  |  New York, NY 10104  |   littlebrown.com 

Contact: Carrie Neill, Publicity Manager 

carrie.neill@hbgusa.com | 212-364-1437 

THE WATER WILL 
COME

by Jeff Goodell 

Release: October 24, 2017 

One of Publishers Weekly’s Top 10 Science Books for 
Fall 2017 

“A frightening, scientifically grounded, and starkly relevant 
look at how climate change will affect coastal cities.” 

 —Kirkus, Starred Review 

“In this engaging book, environmental writer Goodell (How 

to Cool the Planet, 2011) points out that while sea levels 

have always risen and fallen, the current rise is driven 

primarily by the dramatically accelerating melting of the 

arctic ice caps, and with so many cities on seashores, this 

will be devastating.”—Booklist, Starred Review 

“Jeff Goodell's latest contribution to the environmental 

cause paints an eye-opening portrait of humankind’s 

dilemma as temperatures—and sea levels—continue to 

rise. THE WATER WILL COME brings together compelling 

anecdotes from all over the globe and shocking expert assessments that should make the world’s few 

remaining skeptics reconsider. Read this book for a reminder of the stakes—right now, today—and why we 

have to work harder, faster, to address the climate challenge.” 

—John F. Kerry, former Secretary of State 

“Jeff Goodell has taken on some of the most important issues of our time, from coal mining to geoengineering. 

In THE WATER WILL COME, he explains the threat of sea level rise with characteristic rigor and intelligence. 

The result is at once deeply persuasive and deeply unsettling.”  

—Elizabeth Kolbert, Pulitzer Prize–winning and New York Times bestselling author of The Sixth 

Extinction 

“Sea level rise is coming. We know this as clearly as we know thermometer measurements, the melting point 

of ice, and the law of thermal expansion. Jeff Goodell’s book cuts through the fossil-fuel lies, and is a warning I 

hope we heed while there’s still time.”—Senator Sheldon Whitehouse 



 
 
Across the globe, sea levels are rising, with higher and higher tides pushing more water directly into the places 

we live. In the wake of recent hurricanes Harvey, Maria, and Irma, Jeff Goodell’s THE WATER WILL COME: 

Rising Seas, Sinking Cities, and the Remaking of the Civilized World (Little, Brown and Company; 

October 24, 2017; ISBN: 9780316260244) could not be a more necessary read. As former Secretary of State 

John F. Kerry has said, “Read this book for a reminder of the stakes—right now, today—and why we have to 

work harder, faster, to address the climate challenge.” 

By century’s end, hundreds of millions of people will be retreating from the world’s shores as our coasts are 

inundated and our landscapes transformed. Yet despite international efforts and tireless research, there is no 

permanent solution—no barriers to erect or walls to build—that will protect us in the end from the drowning of 

the world as we know it. Traveling across twelve countries, journalist Jeff Goodell gives us an on-the-ground 

account of what’s to come—and who will be underwater. 

THE WATER WILL COME is the definitive account of why and how this will happen, and one of the most 

important books of the fall.  

 

Jeff Goodell is a contributing editor at Rolling Stone and the author of five books, including 

How to Cool the Planet: Geoengineering and the Audacious Quest to Fix Earth’s Climate, 

which won the 2011 Grantham Award of Special Merit. Goodell’s previous books include 

Sunnyvale, a memoir about growing up in Silicon Valley, which was a New York Times 

Notable Book, and Big Coal: The Dirty Secret Behind America’s Energy Future. 
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MORE PRAISE FOR THE WATER WILL COME 

“Obama understood how important it was to fight climate change but advocated pragmatism. Perusing 

Goodell’s alarming examination, readers may question the wisdom of such an approach.” 

 —Publishers Weekly 

“Anyone worried about the planet should check this one out, and coastal residents in particular should read this 

and consider their options.”—Library Journal 

 

“In the tradition of Rachel Caron’s Silent Spring and Elizabeth Kolbert’s The Sixth Extinction, Jeff Goodell has 

written a deeply reported and very well-written account of how rising sea levels are reshaping our world. 

Goodell has traveled seemingly everywhere that helps illuminate this profound shift from Greenland to Venice 

to Norfolk, Virginia to the Netherlands to Miami, and he has written a powerful call to arms that is never 

preachy but is a very timely reminder that we ignore how climate change is raising sea levels only at great risk 

to our way of life.”  

—Peter Bergen, author of United States of Jihad and Manhunt: The Ten-Year Search for bin Laden 

 

“Even if we could halt further growth in greenhouse gas emissions today, we would remain locked into several 

centuries of sea level rise ahead. Jeff Goodell’s THE WATER WILL COME shows us how this stark truth will 

unfold, right down to individual human experiences.”—Laurence C. Smith, author of The World in 2050 

 


